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- . : * MR. NETCH: Let me thank the Chairman for being so’

aware. I think we should recommend it.

CHAIRMAN BROWN: What is thé*singé‘bf‘ihe'CGmmisiiol?
MS. MYERS: Thé original.

CHAIRMAN BROWN: - Okay. ' Thank you.

///—_——- " Let's move on to the Park Sérvitde's mission which i
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, granite samples.
, MR. ATHERTON: We have somé &lides.

\/‘ ' ?he 'Park Servite is submitting a sample of tha

granite which, in 1¢8' conceptual state, is presented to6° the

R T

Commission as black granite.

We have répresentatives from the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Association as well as representatives from the Park
Service. The archHitect is also presént“with‘us today to dis-
¢uss material samples.” We have also had sevéral requdsts = ¢
from people who woulf-Yike*to make h'stééehéﬁt”bh‘thé'désign
itself; and they are all with ug“today. ‘I think it woiitd be
appropriate to lead off, however, with €he Piark Service.

Mr. Ron Cefella’ do you want to state anything?

MR. CEPELLA: Y&u covered it alf.

MR. ATHERTON: We have a sampré here. Would anybod

like -=~ the architect -- Mr. Dubek is here.

MR. DUBEK: Mr. Chairman, membérs of the Commission,




9 29
- { I-appeared before you in July. I am Robert Dubpk. .I-am Pro-|

4ect Director. The design competition was won by 'Maya Ying

Lin, an undergraduate architectuxal student -at Yale Univexsity.

Singce we have been before you, wWe have.structured a

professional design team to woxk -with Ms, Ling in the actual
development and: realization of - the memorial. The senior
mamber of-the team is Ken Cooper, Ms. Ling is warking in-Mr,

Cooper’s office as an independent consultant. - ‘We are'proceed

ing with the design development process. . We are here, as you
know, today-to present saveral samples of stone in oxder to
most expedite . .she construction and design .procesas-which is-
moving along'very. well at this point.

I would like to introduce Mr., Cooper.. ::

MR. COOPER: We have estimated -~ first of all, let
me say it is with reluctance that we are hexe making:-a partial
submission. The memorial: was :approved by the Commission
earlier this year. 'We are in the process.of:-meeting the

requirement that has been set ocut for the design desvelopment

§
§

phase. We will be back in November with a complete submission

at which time I think we will be-able to answerx .all of the

EETRG A AR A

questions that have been raised with regaxd to safety, .drainade,
inscription, one thing and another.

In the meantime, in oxrder to meet the schedule, we
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really have to get the quarrying operation on the black
granite -underWay, We are headed for a deadline of next
November. It appeéars to us it -is quite feasihle t& have the
memorial in:place at that time. We have selected, with Ms. °
Lin%s: full conourreénce, two alternate samples of granite
which are represented by the one you see here. -One is
quarried in-Sweden. The other is quarried in ‘India&. <They
have the :-same physical attributes. ‘They are fdentfcafi. - “©
¥ithout . thé-laboX, you can’t tell them apart. Theay are fine
crystal in.structureé.' They are &llpolished-in €N& gaie Sway.
They are 'the:same ©edlor. 'The veining is quite similar, the
lack of veining is similar. - It is proposed that compétitive
bids beé takem on -them from the two different sources and,
deponding on cow® ‘and ‘availability, a decision will be ‘Hade
whioh way so go. I think that =< -have all of ycu’h£d~i“éﬁéhc+
to- 8ee it? - This is a sample used in other memorials in
Washington.” It i{#® largely without véining and it ‘seemed to
meet the criverin of Ms. Lin's design completely, and we have
no 8echnical problem with it at all.

MR. SPON®; - Is this the ‘proposed finish?
MR. COCPER» Yes. It would be ‘a highly polished
finish and also ultimately the inscription will be sandblasted

in with light gray. . We arxe ‘prepared to come back to you with
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- ' a complete proposal on the inscription which is developing, VL

think, awfully wvell. We think you will be pleassd. We are

particularly desirous of having a granite of this guality

because of the need for precision in the sandblasting process

Without this kind of fine texture, we can't get it.

MR, NETSCH3 Thexre is none available in this country?
It seems geologicalldy peculiar. We went through this problem
on. the Alr Foroe Acadeamy, and I was finally required to select

materials from the United States. = ==

E- R, L Te

- . CHAIRMAN. BROWN: Hopefully, this countxy has grown

up a little bit since than.

MR. COOPER: Wa. have comp;gtﬁ;y,q;gloxngﬁypxxcﬁgn J
sources. The West Coast source in particular, which was prob+
ably what you used.. . The Canadian sourges. Ihere is also
South Africa, Uzuguay, and we have settlaed in on the ;gﬁianmj_

and -the ‘Sweden. i

MR. NETSCH: The 1lgsue is the fine gxaining?

MR. COOPER: It is the unifoxm quality, lack of

veining. ; . e L L .
MR. NETSCH: That.is what .the problem is about. I
think we ought to define what the issgue is.

MR. COOPER: The issue is density, uniform color.

MR. NETSCH: Letme ask the question. If it were
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another color, and the goals were the same, say it were white

or & green granite, would those materials be available

locally?
MR. COOPER: You know, I can't honestly answex -you.,|
MR. NBTSCH} I mean geologically within the United
States, Canada, Mexico. . P : . : STt A

MR. -COOPER: X can't answer you because we have not
Ssearched all the way for that.

MR. NETSCH: The only reason I mention this,. you
know the Lincoln Memorial is white and the Jefferson Memorial
is white and the Washington Monument is white, and I just.
wondered why, all of avsudden, is the Vietnam Veterans Memorxr-
ial black?

MR. COOPER: I would say because that is-~the design
proposed that won the competition which has been approved con+
ceptually by the Commission..

MR. NETCH: «~Ne approve things conceptually, There
is the opportunity to refine and detail as the congcept goes
along., If you have been to this meeting, you see how.at the
zoo" we had a long. and continuous process on the refinement of
a design which was:- conceptually agreed upon at the first meet|d
So I am not trying to change the concept of the memoxial. I

am simply asking a question.
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- Lo MR. COOPER: We feel very satisfied with this par~
ticular color in this loocatlon with the insczipeion, to be f

teaxlyrstratghtﬂotwird“wieh“you;’ et
E caa:nunnnnnownrucnorwe have any comment from menber%
of the community or:anyone who would l1ike %o speak to this? ‘|
‘MR. CARHART; ‘Yes. I spoke  td Np, Atheroon -eatbier

and ‘he told me I aould‘spnak:for:to"nznutoa: . o e hisn

e e vt e S T ——

" ‘MR. "ATHERTON: : P think we said five,

‘MR, GARBERT:““I?haiQ<a'-tatin‘ne I would like te-

make in objecticn.
One man in ﬁrueh*nakenlwtajority;- Ny :-name ‘18 -Pom -
Carhart. ’1.ghadnieoﬂs!ram?Ioitviotﬁe'in 1966, I recetved:.a: ‘

law degree from the University of Miochigan tn 1972, - I am

employed as a eovors-.ut,bnra.nctae,=bwt ko spd(katOwyou.eodiy
88 an individual,--. .- . v o L
- ""Iur‘QGS,fwhtleﬂiarviug as an En!aﬂ&rynﬁllidoi”rdldcx

tn»VLstnaﬁf-I was awarded two Purple Hearts for wounds sufferdd

N T T

in combat, r anm Proud “‘to Naveiso gseyved MY - QOUREZy, and -I - am; ;
prowdaotiallfnhofsarvodvvﬁvkinc in Vbeﬁﬁlmb“mlﬁal-varyfprou&f»

sspecially of those ‘who dieéd in Vietmim,

PPN

-

When I .cane to ‘Washington in ‘March of 1980, I -immed-

lateXy joined the Vietnam Veterans Moworial‘SOns,'vaﬂting, as

I aid, to support the memorialization of our ¥xXpertences in -

L WS A AR .

o
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Viatnam.

When I went ¢q Vietnam,

know much,
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memorial to our éxperience that was possible, Initially, X
thought {¢ bettex to keep my opinions to myself, rea1121n§
that any cbjection 1 might make could be quickly ang easily

dismissed asg sour grapes, But, gince that time, I have real-

especially all Vietnam Veterans, that the fear of sSomeone
misconstruinq ™y ambitions or reasons for Speaking are insig-
nificant.

The jury which 8elected the winhing,design was made
up exclusively of non~Vietnam veterans., They were architect§~
Sculptors and so on, They didn't even include a layman to
give a manp on the gtreet opinion, They never Served in thé
military in any way, I don't know how the mémbers of the jur
were Selected, but I do know that when a friend of Mine asked
the Chairman of the Board of vvMmp why there were no Vietnam

Veterans on the jury, he was told none were qualifieq, That ilg
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- '~ veteran, -

Part of VVMF's official Statement on the selection

of . the jugyrrggdg, and I quo}g,y'?he purpose 9! the memorial

il

is. pot to ;;;qral;ykdepicgAqnq>qup:iengg and motivation of

victnaq_vetaxans,?hptﬁtoVexptaqs America's honor and recogni-

tion .of qhgpﬁﬁ“ﬂgﬂﬁpglgzeq.thag the importan; skill of a

EEON S . ow.

but

dxawer was nqt 30 much having an experience ox feeling,

i thq;ahil;gg-QO“internrqy how well 3 particular design ,xpre-s+d

R YO

that,qanrigqqeﬁorhgeeliqg.“_

L - B RIS - P . b

- : - . .In.order to interpret howv well a particular design
oxpxﬁ;5gaWanéqﬁpq:;9n¢9“orvgecling,fall other things being
egual,. when possihle, it would seem an important qualification

would have to_be to have had thgt fqg%inq,  Many Vietnanm

Jeron sl Apoe

o e
LAt

vetarapq.§xptupdeniably.f;nevartistq,‘arcbitccgs and sculptor+.
why,d@dn;tgphgy get appointed judges? What went wrong?
: . B | ol . RN s s

~some 500 years before the time of Christ, a Chinese
R O S oL vivooy el T R :

s NN
T

phLJQBOpher,q;agd Sun, Tzu y;qtn,ghat,f;gyt;ng was the crudest

oAl

form of warfagxe._ He advised instead that warfare be diffeently

pnraund,,parkicu;a:lx,againagzg stronger eneny.

i

He wrote,

"Break the will of the enemy to fight and you accomplish the
true objective of war. Cover with ridicule the enemy'’s tra-

ditions. BExploit and aggravate the inherent frictions within

the enemy country. Agitate the young against the old. Prevail
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if pogsible without armed conflict.™

It is self-evident that North Vietnam adopted Sun
Tzu's policies in fighting against the United States. The
result was two wholly distinct and totally different wars,
The first war was a military war. It was fought in the rice
paddies and the jungles of South Vietnam. That is the war we
seek to0 memorialize. That is the war that Congress licensed
VVMF to build a memorial 6n the mall to commemorate. The
second war was a political war fought in this couﬁ£f§ 6n thé
TV screens and radio ana on the college campuses. The adver-
saries were the Americans and the South Vietnamese én one siad
against the Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese on the other.
The adversaries in the second war were the older more cons&rva
tive citizens of this country, as well as the formal American
governmental structure againsgt the younger citizens, mostly
students and artists, writers, newspaper and television

People and the generally more liberal segment of our society,

A -

Because of the Open nature of our society, the Nort
Vietnamese were able to implement the precept of Sun Tzu in
this country, We who wore the uniforms often became the enem

to the people on one side of this second political war.

When Y came home from Vietnam in December 1968, I was

literally spat upon as I walked through the Chicago airport i
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my uniform by some girl in a band of hippies. That spit hurt
It went through me like a spear. Welcome home. I hadn't
said anything bug I was a target. I was the enemy. Needless
to say, I bur#ed my Vietnam experiance for a long time. That
was many years ﬁgo, of course, and now, at least, Americans
seems ready to honor her fallen American soldiers, as well as
those who served in Vietnam. It is no surprise that no one
wants to talk about Vietnam or Cambodia any»ppre,‘u?he;r new
Communist governments have not exactly shown thoggelves to be
the bands of angels they proclaimed themselves'toppg, Now,
both sides of that political war here in America a;g_confused
an§ frustrated and embittered.

A few lines from Kipling say it all, "An@ the end o©
the fight is a tombstone wh;te, with the name‘of Fhe late
deceased, and the epitgph drear: ‘a foql lies herg who tried
to hustle thg east.'"”

That is the important lesson of Vietnam, that both
sides in the political war as well as the military got out-

hustled by the East.

I never really felt good about my Vietnam experiences

until I joined VVMF. We got the quick approval of Congress
and the white House, and the money started rolling in and

sudden bands of brotherhood were sSprung up Or were reawakened
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I don't blame the individuals at the VVMP é&k toe decisions
they make. After all, I think they oimbly got outhustled.
As committed as they are to fhe formal structure of profes-
sional judqiog by non-Vietnam veterans of the design of tha

memorial, I think it unlzkely that thay will agtee with dif-
fering views. '
When we Vietnam veterans sought to actually buila

the memorial toiour experienco, we needod some professional
artistic assistance. I don t know how it was dooc;mgut'ooie~‘
how we got oalkod into a Board of non- vietnam'v0t;;on:i y;an
there be any doubt that the interpretation of‘the:;o;rthe;

Dy +* ’

selected was the interpretation of the war thsy saw at home
R A L e

since it is the only one they knew? But that 13 not our milis+

T . 'y AP e

tary war. That is not the war we are hero lic.nu.d to
memorialize. That is another war. I don t care about
R IEREIT ST 4 W ,+,

artistic péiceptions. I don‘t care about the rationalization
that abound. One needs no artistic education to see this

memorial for what it is, a bi;ck scar. Black, the universal

- Cwlase

-

color of sorrow and shame and deqradation in all races, all
societies worldwide. In a hble, hidden as if out of shame so
that no Vietnam veteran who is condomned to spend the resi of

their life in a wheelchair can ever visit it. Perhaps that

is an appropriate design for those who would still spit upon
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us. But for me that is not appropriate. Can America truly

mean that we are to be honored by a black pit?

In‘a city f;lled with white monuments, this is our
reward for faithful service.

There are presently three monuments that could be
called black in Washington and they are all on the other side
of the river, on the edge of Arlington Cemetery. The first
is the Seabee Memorial, a stqtue of a man on top of a pedestai.
cast in black metal and looking out over the horiz?n. The
second is the 10ist Airborne pivision Memorial, agd it is
again a black pedestal some 10 feet high, on top which is a
bronze eagle with wings spread, soaring in flightf The third
is the Marine Corps Iwo Jima Memorial, a cluster of marines
cast in now green bronze, raising 01ld Glory. They are atop
a 10-foot bronze stand. But those are all heroic images.
They are nothing like this. And then we come to the shamefulj
degrading ditch that Vietnam veterans are given as their
memorial, a black gash of shame and SOorrow,

It is important that this matter be considered carer
fully and rationally for we are here making history. If a
design were chosen from among the thousands of entries by a
jury of Vietnam veterans, I assure you that they would choose

something white, above ground, and low key that would neither




hws-41

41
obstruct nor detract from the other monuments. We seek only
to be accepted in our society. We do not want to divide. We

are still waiting to be welcomed homae.

Cei LN

The other option is to allow the desiqn that won

the competition that was selected by a jury of non-Viotnam

e T 3 -

veterans stand. If you do this, you only add fuel to the firv

Our o s s, oy e

ye‘wantAﬁo put out. One hundred years from now, long after w

RS

[P

are all dead and gono, visitors to the mall will see only one |

thing, a black wall in a trench with a random acattoting ot
- . .- [ - e - = N e o ‘ i C e W

names on it such that neither brother nor father nor lover

nor friend could ever be found. No flag, no insignia. They

o
BRI « N

will see this as the memorial established long ago by America

to those who served in Vietnam. And they can only see that a$

some ugly dirty experience of which we are all agshamed. I am

not ashamed, We arxe not aahamed.
R e . . v sk P . -

U BRI S

Qver_the<paat<wookond, people in VVMP got wind of
P . L4 Cefaaat

my intentxon to speak to you today, and I qot several phone

- Trw T T el - ey

= . B ‘h.‘.>_-

oglls from intermediary friends. what would it take, I was

gaked. to call you off? What is it that you vunt that will
- ‘ o ) e el - .Jt

keaep you from oritioizing this memorial? You want an inscrip+
tion? Okay. We can get that inscription. You say you want 3
flag? we can talk to you about that., But do not attack this

design.




42

42

My answer to them is the statement I make here to
yYyou today. Cosmetic changes are not enough.“ I am tired of
the inference that we should feel apolégetic:fé; our service
to America. I am tired of being made to feel that all of us
who served in Vietnam are losers., The dnlyfthihg we lost
over there was the support of our countrymen back here. I am
proud that I fought for my country. I am proud that I bled
for my country, I am prouder still of the men angd WOheg who
died for their country. 1 will not stand idly by while we
are memorialized by a black shaft of shame thrust into the
earth. I do not regret my actions and I Wiiiﬁﬁbtgapélogize.

Are we Vietnam vVeterans so blind? Are we so dumb?
Will we be outhustled Oonce again? Are we éoiné to take this,
a black pit ofuéhame? Is that what §6u want foi &our grand-
children to see? Is that how you want to be remembered?

ﬁlease extend to us the grace and dignity to choose

our own memorial that WIll:fairly represent our Gléfnam exper+
iences to postérity. None of us want to be meﬁoiialized as a
black spot in American history. rLet 6ur‘own arﬁisfé and
sculptors and architects select the most appropriate désign.
As a Vietnam veteran who feels dishonored by the design that
was declared tle winner of the competition, I call on the

United States Fine Arts Commission to reopen the selection
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. Vistnam veterans, I wauXd like  to express my concern over the

43

Process of the design competition and to require that the
winning design be chosen by a jury composed exclusively of
Vietnam veterans, for only they are truly gualified to ‘judge.
I hope that you will allow us this chance to recapture our
rightful position of honor in our Nation's history:

Thank youy

There is one nore person that would like to make a
¢omment, Tony Norton, who was with the walking dead; 109, in
Vietnam. It will take him one minute. He would like to make
a 'statement that is separate from my own.

MR. NORTON: I have prepared a statement :that I
would like to read.

In addition to the expressed discontent ‘with the

design's appearance and itg sultability as tho'nbmoriai’kb'th+

originality of Ms. Lin'’s winning submission-

Recently, looking at a book. entitled "Unbuilt

America,” I was struck by the remarkable similarity between
the winning desigh and tha symmeY music shell designed by ‘
Jean Summers of CFM. I have a Xerox copy of” that fior your

review. While I applaud VVMP for ‘sponsoring th&~conpetition,

I feel it is also the ethical responsibility of the VVMF to

ensure that the winning design is an original complyving with
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all rules a®s set forth in the guidelines.

" Out of deferendge to the 1,400 competitors who
devoted so much time and effort to the ‘creation of unique
quality designs, it would be a heinous injustice for whis -
memcorial not to represent the culminatfon' of ‘such an ehdeavor|
Moreover, as a veteran of Vidtnam, I feeal very» strongly that
in" order for this memortal to truly honor those who: were

killed and honor the Veterans, the memorinl  iuywelf ‘must wleo:

be honorable. " It would be defeating and inexcusable for thisi.
memorial: to be the sub¥eot: of future ‘Public vontroversy and
ridioule due to questions ‘about the competitiori™y Anvegii vy, -
T ‘have written to the anffstatihq'ﬁhode‘bdhﬁdrhs““"
ind am awaiting their response. - rhw£11~donaﬁd'Verxttbuwdon.o%
the originality -of Ms. Lin's winning ‘désign -as well as ocompli+
ance ‘with specified contest regulations.
CHAIRMAN BROWN: ' Thank' you véry muoh, . . L.

MR. NORTON: If you cover up the top of it, you can/

e E L T ~

See, S T LR

MR. NETSCH s+ - My, ‘Chafymarn, T thHink: whet hew begw it

given today: iy an ‘IMpor ttaht Stww -& qrohpﬂﬁ%duplnﬁ thL
digdgree wivh ﬁhe*rosulinfofwufodnpotitioﬁhf'Hovdvery‘rwmhfnk'
tie igmsueé 3 not with ‘this Commission. - I "think that the ‘pro-

cdedure of discussion has to be with == batwedrr the Vietnanm
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grfoups themselves first and with their representatives, whom-
ever they might be, second. We are following a policy that
has been preestablished and I believe that the people present
ing today have to acknowledge that there are differences of

opinion, and the only one in which I do not want to get into

any political discussion is the fact that a drawer must alway#

be those involved with the process., I think it would be
impossible in history -- we would never have had the Lincoln
Memorial if it had to be someone there at the event. We neve
would have had the Washington Monument. I think -we have to

accept the fact that there are Americans who are-sincere and

can be members of juries. I think that is the only thing abo%t

this statement that I wish to comment on at this moment.

MR. CARHARTs May I respond to that or am I out of
order?

MR. NETSCH: I think the rest of the Commission
should speak first.

CHAIRMAN BROWN: Well, we have procedurally here a
piece of advice to render on something which has ‘been submittd
to ‘us now as a further action following up a consideration
that we gave at a previous meeting. ' At that time, we had a
chance to weigh varying points of view. There was a repre-

sentative of Vietnam veterans that found, from his point of

pd
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view, that the memorial was unsuitable. But the feeling of
the Commission at that time was that there is an extraordinary
sense of dignity and nobility that comes out of this design
precisely because of its great ‘'simplicity and not because it
goes through a lot of corny specific references which may seeT
briefly to go to the -heart of the matter but can be seen to bg
really rather superficial, and that this solution which had to
do with nature, the ground, the modulation of the ground
plain, the openness of the sky and the view of the other great
historical monuments around on our National Mall, but it wouldl
be within, with ti extraordinary litany of names, would be
ones which would call up in the visitor's heart a tremendous
admiration. and gratitude for the extraordinary sacrifice made
on behalf of all of us.

So we found a noble cause here well expressed and
the concept of it being this very beautiful material, highly
finished, highly polished, that you wouldn't expect to ltunblr
across, gave contrast to the natural forms that showed that
man- had been here.. We found the sight of it rather extraerd-|-
inary. There is no group of veterans in the history of our
country that have been proposed to be memorialized in such a
conspicuous place. It is right next to the Lincoln Memorial

and on the major axis that leads up to the Capitol of the
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United States and I think will draw many, many visitors and
bring into theix hearts and minmds a sense of contemplation
and appreciation which I think will move all of .them,

Now, we can't tell baefore it is built whether it
will have this effect, but a lot of people whose profession
it is to visualigze plans have been involved in this, and all
of them seem to feel that this has every earmark of extra-
6rdinary success. That is not always true of memorials. It
is very diffiicult to find a great solution to our great Presi|-
dent Roosevelt, and vet the whole trend in memorial design
has been away from the approach of bits of whipped cream that
are put on to fancy pedestals and to go at the emotions in a
more serious way and feel the element 6f nature and to get
into a landscape solution for the memorial as the. proposed
Roosevelt memorial does rather than try to sum up all in a
single statuwe &r & single temple building. : R

We recognire that symbols are inadeguate to: .express
the enormous impact of- gsome of these national experiences of
ours, So, more recently,:- people have responded to a different
approach. I think that is what is invelved here.
s~ I was interested in the presentation that there was
the word "inference" used rather than "implication," and I

think that is the nub of it. People will always react to
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these things subjectively according to what they read into itj
and we can't avoid that., But at least for this Commission,
when it was presented, we voted unanimously that we felt that
this was the kind of memorial that would do honor to the
people it memorialized. That was really our intention.

There may be other comments,

MR. NETSCH: I think you are speaking very eloquently
for us.

CHAIRMAN BROWN: I suppose we should have a vote on
the material sample which is before us,.

MR. CARHART: May I make one ons-second statement?
It may be that you are correct, that this new direction in
artistic monuments is coxrxect, rather than bits of whipped
cream we will have solemn low-key monuments. There is a tra-
dition made by Washington monuments, the Washington Monument
and the Lincoln Memorial. They both rise in white splendor.
These are our national heroes. The Vietnam memorial goes down
into the ground in black, the color of shane. It may be that
you are right, that this is the new wave and things will
change, But the problem is you are wrong. There is too much
political baggage associated with Vietnam to take a chance on
it. There are too many people whose hearts are torn apart,

both veterans and those here in this world. I think it a mucHh
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safer path to takg for the future because a hundrgd yearg
frqm now, we will be remembered by the Qemorinl we put in the
ground, if we made it low-key, low—prqfile, white, discreet,
solemn memorial. I don't know what it is. I don't want a
b%ack trench.

Excuse me . I wil; never tgke my children to the
black hole. I will go across ghe river to A?lington Cemetery
ﬁbgre there are mgpuments_qf‘herogs that Ircan be px?ud of,
QOQ_SPE? upon. | o |

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN BROWN: I suppose we should .take a vote.

MR. DUBEK: We feel it would be appropriate to enter

SEg e

a statement by the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund on issues
raised here. I would like to introduce Johm C. Scruggs, who

is President and founder of the Fund.

R X AR

MR. SCRUGGS: Mr, Chairman, Mr. Comnissinnczs, I

HION

wqgld_;ike_;o thank all ot)pg for allowing us this opportunity.

My name is Johp Scruggs., I am President and founder of the

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund.

v

In 1969, I reported to the 109 Light_Infantry Bri-
gade as a private. During my year there, half of the peaople
in my infantry were either killed or wounded. I was personall

very seriously wounded and was also decorated for gallantry.

y
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This was under eneny fire, I am essentially alive today

because a young private gave his life Auring an ambush,

of people and a lot of time, in this case at least, there ig
a shortage of things to vent your anger updn. Howe?et, I
think that anger is essentiaily about the Vietnam war itself

and the ‘treatment of its veterans. 1n 1979, I had a dream,

Pro-war and people against the war, to honor the sacrifices o
the Vietnam veterans throuqgh a national memorial, And I form
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, and that dream isg a reali

today because the purpose of the meeting is to discuss the




51

sStone.

My final key point is there is a lot of unfinished
business left for our country because of Vietnam, and this
memorial is just a part of that unfinished business. But it
remains for the Geuntxy to absorb and resolve the many other

difficulties that raemain and, of course, I and everyone else

who has any sense certainly wishes that a memorial could
magically erasa these lingering problems for our society and
certainly for veterans. But it can only be a beginning.

This year the Memorial Fund held the largest archi-
tectural competition in history, in the history of the United
States or Europe, I believe, and the winning design is a very
beautfful and extraordinary work of art and one that all of us

are very proud to have. I agree with the architect who com-~

pared this memorial's brilliance to that of the Eiffel Tower,

and recently columnist James Kilpatrick wrote up its very !

eloquent qualities and then ended by saying that the memorial

truly packed a wallop and honors the veterans very well. |

|

I recently spoke to the American Legion and f

Veterans of Foreign Wars convention in Philadelphia and Hawai
to discuss this memorial. And I discussed it as one that is

10 feet and one that will make veterans feel 10 feet tall.

And probably 10,000 people came to see the artist's conceptio
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of the memorial that we had on a panel. Out of the 10,000
people, that is my sincere estimate, that stopped té look at
the artist's conception, to get pamphlets, two of them came
up to me and said I don't like the design. So that is not a
bad battiny average. But both supported the project regard-
less of their perception of its artistic merit.

From May 8th to May 10th, after that design was
released to the public, there was a radiothon in Washington.
w@_ragsed $10 million. That is far in excess of what thé
entire defense industry has donated to the memorial. But we
are working on that. We are certainly working on that.

But across the country right now individuals,
veterans groups, the unions, just people call us up literally
eve:y_day that want to take part in this very noble effort to
get this memorial built, to honorx the veterans of Vietnam.

Wi;h respect to the remarks ;bout the jury, I might

remark that the jury was about the most prominent that has

ever been assembled to judge a work of art in this country, aﬁd

all were interviewed by Vietnam combat veterans. The senior

|

member of the jury was a combat veteran himself of World War
I. I believe someone mentioned that there were no veterans on

the jury. The foreman of the jury, Mr. Grady Clay, won the

Purple Heart at Anzio during the invasion of Italy.
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‘I recently luncheda with Mr, Grady Clay, who told me
of his amazement at the reaction of the 1,420 competitors tha
took part in the desgign competition, the 1,420 that lost., He
said that in- Buropean design competitions, they have them mor
in Burope, often there is an ugly aftermath insofar ag the
competitors makae public statements about how bad the winning
design ig and theirg should have beén‘selecéed, and try to
engineer things to make pPeopte fael bagq. Yet, by and large,
ourn competttors“havé'saf& thefr reward ip the competition was
baingaablo~t6sé6mpete.~ One competitor even dontributed the
prize money that he wag Fiven "£0r —- he was one of'théqbeoplé
who ‘received prire money. - He contributed it to hei; buila
the winning deesign. Also one of the jurors donated the
expenses we gave him to the memorial fund, We wanted ag many
qualifieq veterans as we could to compete in the Competition,
The jury, whan we* saw the winnming design that Ms, Maya Ying

Lin came up-with fronm Yale University, ¥e unanimously appEOVe

We had one man who lost a leg and who voiunteered

many of his services ‘to ocur organization,

I might add that 8omeone also mentioned that we were
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authorized by ' Congress to memorialize the Vietnam war. ‘That -
is incorrect. - The legislation clearly reads that we have beeh
authorized ‘to horior ‘and reécognize through a national memorial
the sacrificee and servicges of Vietnam veterans, not the war
itself, but the veterans. And that is what we are doing.

8o all ‘eompetitors, all 1,400, had 'some précondaive%
notions of what “#Fis ‘monument should be, but only oneé or¥ two
of the competitdrs ‘Have Presently expresseéd such an opinion,
and certainly we have just heard from one¢ of the most Bitter
of the ‘compeétitors. But I somehow ‘put this #ir ‘pe¥spective.
What we are ‘building 1is a memorial; notldn dversge ‘memorial.
I truly believe “it: w11l be one of wthe vorld'sd’ gredtest memors
ials and ‘probably the grestest work of art that this ‘ci¥y has

seen. SRR R

Than¥ ‘you, - - "o L. @

-~ B
> B Ee

UHATRMAN BHOWN: Thank ybu very much,
- We have a long agenda ahead of us. Perhaps the tim+
has come that'we should vote on this.” e
MR.- BURSONY ' It seewi# 'to me that we as ¥ Fime Arts
Commjigsion have been brought into ‘a process of which we haa -

no initiative in bringing about. We -d1id not estabY¥ish & ‘com-

petition. We had no part  in-judging it' whatsoever, and I

think this part has been - used ag a-'forum to air sonme intragpurdl

: !‘i‘;;_ e :'d»{m,..
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differences of which we really have no part except our review
process for what goes on in the part of the Federal district
that we have some responsibility for.

CHAIRMAN BROWN: I think that is an important point|
to make,

MR. NRPTSCH: I think it is important, but I also

think it is important that we reaffirm our position that we

took in July. 1If it is required -~ I don't think it is

required or even necessary, and I think we should go on with
the issues that are facing us, whieh is the selection of the
detail. I think the only issue that comes up is do we want
to. do this sequentially or do we want to look at the procedure
when we have more things before us? I understand the problen

of the quarrying relative to the time, and it is that under-~

standing -- with that understanding, I understand why the
material has been brought to our attention, in a sense, out of
sequence.

CHAIRMAN BROWN: I think in an ideal world we would
like to see all alaements together, But we have been asked
specifically to help them with the lead time problem and that
is fair, given the inflation costs and s:forth; We would not
want to be responsible for holding up unduly.

Do we have a motion to approve?
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MR, NOVAK: So moved,
CHAIRMAN BROWN: A second?

MS. MYERS: Second,

CHAIRMAN BROWN: All those in favor signify by sayipg

aye.
(Chorus of ayes.)
CHAIRMAN BROWN: Unanimous.
Thank you very much,
Let's move on,

MR. DUBEK: Thank you very much.

MR. ATHERTON: We have a request from the Office of
Planning and Development of the District Government regarding
a proposal to extend the second floor balcony space in an
enclosed pavilion on‘the sidewalk of E Street at the National
Theater. We have Dr. Murphy with us, Morris Tobin, and also

the architect, Al Hireeri.

MR. MURPHY: We value your advice. It is a pleasurxe

to be here.

The National Theater began operation in 1835 and,
since that time, has continuously presented legitimate theate:
in Washington. For many of us that came here prior to 1970,
it was probably virtually the only place in Washington in

which we could see theater performed. About seven years ago,

b
9




