JAMES H. WEBB, JR.

2309 NORTH GLEBE ROAD ¢ ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22207

24 November 1981

Jan Scruggs, President
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund
1110 Vermont Avenue, NW

Suite 308

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Jan:

pasnpoadoy

Having received no response to my several
communications with VWMF regarding the inadequacy of the
proposed design, I nust unfortunately resign from the
National Sponsoring Committee, effective immediately, for so
long as this design continues to be the plan for the
Memorial. Any representation or communication from the
Fund, either written or oral, from the date of receipt of
this letter, that either states or implies that I support
the proposed design will be a misrepresentation, and will be

treated as such by me.

Sincerely,

S~

S Webb
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Mr. James H. Webb, Jr.
December 2, 1981
Page 2

Jim, I hope that you will reconsider.
if your decision is firm I hope that YOou nevertheless

will recognize the importance of the Success of the
memorial,

If you would 1like to meet with me,

) ov at any time,
Please call,.

SlnFerelx,

: p——
Jag €. Scruggs
President

! \

JCS/caj
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JAMES H. WEBB, JR.

2309 NORTH GLEBE ROAD ¢ ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22207
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2 December 1981

Dear Jan:

Thank you for your letter dated today, indicating
that you will make no representations regarding my support
of the design for the Memorial, and that my name will be
deleted from the letterhead and other materials on future
printings. I reiterate: if my name is used at any time
from the date you received my certified letter, I will
consider it a misrepresentation and act accordingly.

To refresh your memory, or perhaps to inform you for
the first time as to my continuing dealings regarding this
design, you might add the following contacts to the two you
mentioned in your letter:

1. My many, many conversations with Jack
Wheeler regarding the design, dating back to early May. I
have assumed, with no objection from Jack, that as a member
of your Board of Directors he speaks to you on a regular
basis, and has the power to vote on certain issues. In
early May, Jack urged me to "give the design a month" before
I spoke out, which I did. He also assured me at that time,
as did Donald Schaet in early June when he invited me to do
some media with him, that there would be significant changes
in the design. I see no such changes. Jack also contacted
me in his capacity as a Director of VWMF several times in
late September and early October.

2. Quite specifically, my lengthy
conversations with Jack on Veterans Day, discussing this
issue in great depth. As a matter of courtesy, I called him
and read to him a piece that had already been accepted by
the Washington Post. Hé became quite upset, and I withdrew
the piece in exchange for his promise to attempt to
negotiate some sort of compromise with other members of VVMF
regarding the points in my testimony before the Fine Arts
Comnission. He was to get back to me within a week. I was
not contacted again, and it is not unreasonable to assume,
given subsequent events, that this was a delaying tactic
designed to enable WMF to conduct its Fort Bragg Dog and
Pony Show on Capitol Hill, and to allow the American Legion
piece to be published.
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3. You might also consider Bob Doubek's
actionable defamation of me with respect to Grady Clay,
after I attempted, in complete good faith and in hopes of
mediation, to give Jack Wheeler a rundown on the rumor mill.
I don't suppose Bob or anyone else needed an invitation to
apologize to me. I certainly did everything I could to
clear the matter up with Mr. Clay, sending you a courtesy
copy of the letter, which you will recall also plainly
stated that I would not remain on the Sponsoring Committee
if the design kept its present form.

I am also greatly disappointed in the way that VVMF
has dealt with the dissent regarding this design. You have
publicly stated that only two people have disliked the
design, when it should have been clear that many, many
people legitimately detest it. You have been extremely
vicious in your ad hominem attacks on Carhart; what is your
syllogism? That anyone who dislikes the design is either
troubled or a sore loser? You were asked by Ross Perot to
tell those involved in the project that he had withdrawn his
support, and yet I had to talk to him personally to find
that out. These things trouble me. VVMF would make a great
Nixon White House.

I also believe that a suitable memorial is important
for the country. That is why I invested much of my own time
and credibility in this project. But I never in my wildest
dreams imagined such a nihilistic slab of stone. VVMF has
the power to alter this design, and I would suggest that you
seriously consider doing so.

Sincerely,
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